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Preface

Since 1979, ultrasound screening has become
part of a routine examination in the antenatal
care of pregnant woman in Germany. Ongoing
technical developments have improved the di-
agnostic possibilities dramatically. In particular,
improved ultrasound image quality, with higher
resolution, and development of vaginal ultra-
sound and color Doppler imaging have enabled
ultrasound examination to become a standard
and accepted clinical procedure, especially in
pregnancy care.
There is awide spectrumof possible fetalmal-

formations, which on the whole occur rarely.
Onemajor problem is diagnosing a fetal anomaly
from a large number of normal findings and
evaluating it correctly for the clinical outcome of
the pregnancy.
This book should help practitioners re-

sponsible for antenatal care (obstetricians and
midwives) to interpret the findings and their
possible consequences for the fetus and the
mother and offer the appropriate clinical man-
agement. This is further supported by the exten-
sive photo documentation of ultrasound find-
ings. The main aim is to provide one textbook
that reviews not only the frequent anomalies but
also lists a range of rare syndromes that may be
diagnosed by a detailed screening or can be con-
sidered as differential diagnosis. This book is not
intended to replace the many excellent text-

books on ultrasound diagnostics that are already
available. It is basically a referencework that can
be used for orientation and illustration of find-
ings in a quick and effective way in the daily
clinical practice.
The introduction deals briefly with ultra-

sound screening in Germany: the 10/20/30
weeks’ concept. The following chapters deal
with fetal malformations systematically, accord-
ing to the organs affected. The next chapters de-
scribe the chromosomal aberrations and
frequent ultrasound findings diagnosed in the
clinical practice. Selected syndromes and asso-
ciations are also dealt with as well as fetal hy-
drops, prenatal infections, placenta disorders,
and multiple pregnancy. The appendix sum-
marizes syndromes, chromosomal disorders,
and differential diagnosis of the second screen-
ing in a tabulated form, thus allowing a clear
overview. In the last part of the book the normal
fetal measurement charts are shown.
We hope this book serves its intended pur-

pose and is a helpful reference for the daily clini-
cal practice in pregnancy care.
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