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Preface

Breast cancer is a heterogeneous disease in terms of his-
tology, imaging, and outcome. Mammography as a screening
examination has brought to light a new spectrum of breast
cancer cases dominated by nonpalpable, preclinical tumors.
The outcome of women with early stage disease is consider-
ably better than that of women with late stage disease. The
histologic and imaging findings in the early phase consist of
a wide spectrum of minimal changes caused by early inva-
sive and in situ disease, but the spectrum of imaging findings
narrows as the disease advances. Our series of volumes on
the earliest manifestations of breast cancer is being written
to demonstrate and teach the importance of this phenome-
nal heterogeneity, which should affect the planning of surgi-
cal and adjuvant therapy.

This volume seeks to uncover a deviant subtype of breast
cancer, easily recognizable by its mammographic and histo-
logic appearance, one that has yet to receive sufficient atten-
tion despite its uniquely unpredictable nature. This subtype
is generally considered to be a form of in situ disease or one

that is associated with minimal invasion, although it may
behave like a very advanced cancer, much to the surprise of
all concerned.

Failure to recognize and single out this subtype, as well
as separate it from the other, truly early cases, has led to
undertreatment of some women and overtreatment of
many women with mammographically detected breast
cancer. We sincerely hope that greater knowledge and in-
creased awareness of the breast cancer subtype present-
ing with casting type calcifications on the mammogram
will serve two distinct purposes: to enable physicians to
prevent an even greater number of early deaths from breast
cancer, while at the same time minimizing the need for
grueling and fatiguing therapy of most women with early
breast cancer.
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