Preface

| was amazed and impressed with the extraordinary detail, accuracy, and
beauty of the material that was created for the three-volume THIEME Atlas of
Anatomy by authors Michael Schuenke, Erik Schulte, and Udo Schumacher
and artists Markus Voll and Karl Wesker. | felt that these atlases and their ped-
agogical concepts were a significant addition to anatomical education. | was
delighted to be invited to use this exceptional material as the cornerstone of
an effort to create an atlas that specifically focuses on the structures of the
head and neck as they are taught to students of dental medicine.

Starting from the extensive coverage of these structures distributed across
the three volumes of THIEME Atlas of Anatomy, | have organized, revised,
and added new material to create Head and Neck Anatomy for Dental Medi-
cine, a learning atlas for the first-year students of dental medicine taking a
gross anatomy course. Because of the exceptional quality artwork and ex-
planatory information concerning the structures of the head and the neck,
it can also serve as a reference for practitioners of dental medicine and for
students and practitioners in the more general field of dentistry (dental
hygiene, dental assistants, etc.) and/or any field dealing primarily with the
head and neck (ENT, speech pathology, ophthalmology, etc.).

Some key features of this atlas are as follows:

Organized in a user-friendly format in which each two-page spread is
a self-contained guide to a specific topic.

Intuitively arranged to facilitate learning. Coverage of each region be-
gins by discussing the bones and joints and then adds the muscles,
the vasculature, and the nerves. This information is then integrated in
the topographic neurovascular anatomy coverage that follows.

Features large, full-color, highly detailed artwork with clear and thor-
ough labeling and descriptive captions, plus numerous schematics to
elucidate concepts and tables to summarize key information for re-
view and reference.

Includes a full chapter devoted to sectional anatomy with radiographic
images to demonstrate anatomy as seen in the clinical setting.

The study of head and neck anatomy is challenging due to the intricacies
of the structures involved, but this atlas manages to convey detailed ana-
tomical information in a way that is both thorough and efficient, making
for a very effective study tool.

I would like to thank Susana Tejada, class of 2010, Boston University
School of Dental Medicine, and the group of dedicated anatomy instruc
tors who provided feedback to Thieme as they were developing the con-
cept for this atlas: Dr. Norman F. Capra, Department of Neural and Pain
Sciences, University of Maryland Dental School, Baltimore, Maryland; Dr.
Bob Hutchins, Associate Professor, Department of Biomedical Sciences,
Baylor College of Dentistry, Dallas, Texas; Dr. Brian R. MacPherson, Pro-
fessor and Vice-Chair, Department of Anatomy and Neurobiology, Uni-
versity of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky; and Dr. Nicholas Peter Piesco,
Associate Professor, Department of Oral Medicine, University of Pitts-
burgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

I would like to thank my colleagues at New York University who assisted
me in this endeavor: Professor Terry Harrison, Department of Anthropol-
ogy, for fostering my interests in comparative anatomy and instilling an
appreciation for detail and accuracy in anatomical description; Dr. Rich-
ard Cotty for his keen eye in looking over the sectional anatomy in this at-
las; Dr. Phyllis Slott, Dr. Elena Cunningham, Dr. Avelin Malyango, and Dr.
Johanna Warshaw for assistance in all things anatomy related, including
countless discussions on all aspects of current anatomical education and
the need for a detailed head and neck anatomy atlas. Finally, | would like
to thank Dr. Inder Singh for mentoring me as an anatomist and serving
as an inspirational anatomy professor.

I would like to thank my colleagues at Thieme Publishers who so profes-
sionally facilitated this effort. | wish to thank Cathrin Weinstein, MD, Edi-
torial Director, Educational Products, for inviting me to create this atlas.
| extend very special thanks and appreciation to Bridget Queenan, Devel-
opmental Editor, who edited and developed the manuscript with an out-
standing talent for visualization and intuitive flow of information. | am
also very grateful to her for catching many details along the way while al-
ways patiently responding to requests for artwork and labeling changes.
Thanks to Julie O’Meara, Developmental Editor, for joining the team in
the correction phase. She graciously reminded me of deadlines, while
always being available to work with me on proofs and to troubleshoot
problems. Finally, thanks to Elsie Starbecker, Associate Manager, Book
Production, who with great care and speed produced this atlas with its
over 900 illustrations. Their hard work has made Head and Neck Anatomy
for Dental Medicine a reality.
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