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Preface

Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) of the musculoskeletal system is
an established and important component in the diagnosis of diseases
of the joints, soft tissues, bones, and bone marrow. We are therefore
pleased to collect together images of the joints and the spinal column
in a separate volume on the musculoskeletal system. Demonstrating
the growing importance of new developments in MRI in recent years,
with ever-increasing resolution, many images were acquired with 3-
tesla units. We are deeply grateful to the manufacturers, Siemens and
Philips, for making this possible.
We believe that colored atlases are the ideal medium to represent the
highly detailed images achieved nowadays with improved resolution
techniques. Volume 3 of the Pocket Atlas of Sectional Anatomy provi-
des a color illustration facing each magnetic resonance image, as in
the preceding volumes on the skull, thorax, and abdomen. To ensure
the greatest possible precision in details, we still produce these
illustrations ourselves. Each is accompanied by a sectional image
and an orientation aid. Uniform color schemes ensure optimal clarity,
as similar structures, such as arteries, veins, nerves, tendons, etc., are
consistently represented in the same color. Individual muscle groups
are represented uniformly, but differentiated from other muscle
groups, so that classification is possible even when numerous groups
of muscles are shown in the same image. Maximal lucidity prevails
even in highly detailed representations. This is made possible by the
high quality of the production and printing process that are charac-
teristic of Thieme International.
Our special thanks go to our radiology assistants, Silke Köhl, Sabine
Mattil, Stephanie Müller, Heike Philippi, Brigitte Schild, Petra Weber,
and Tanja Breunig, and also to Birgit Reuter and Marion Hellinger
from the Siemens Manufacturing Center, for providing these images.
We are deeply grateful to our medical colleagues Sigrid Roth and,
especially, Simone Zenner, for their intensive discussions and helpful
suggestions.
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